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The mottled duck, a Texas and Louisiana relative of the black duck and the 
continentipanning mallard, is being studied by U, S. 7ish and T;‘ildlife Service and 
state biologists to gain the fazts needed for better mement of the species, the 
Department of the Interior repcrts. 

An important game duck for sportsmen in the coastal counties of Louisiana and 
Texas, the mottled duck sometimes furnishes the bulk of early si-ooting in Cis 
region c particularly in years when the fall fli&t of northem mallards is late 
in arriving. During the seasons of unusually heavy hunting, the mottled ducks 
suffer high losses, principally because the birds establish residence on ponds end 
marshes and are not dispersed by shooting. 

To study methuxls which might be used tc increase the mottled duck ,populations 
after seasons of intense hunting, and to plan better re&ations to eqxilize the 
hunting pressure and still Give hunters as much shoti 
received ?ittme&A30bertson zederal A$d funds for a coas T 

as possible, fe-xas has 
al waterfowl survey. In 

addition, Fish and Xldlife Service biologists have been obtaining counts of these 
ducks in Louisiana by aerial surveys. 

The mot tlod ducks of Leuisiana and Texas resemble the black ducks that migrate 
into the same region every fall. Only experts can tell them apart. Some mottled 
ZEdmigrate to Mexico in the winter, but most stay in the area where they were 

Hunters coming dey after day &ring the season to the same pond - sup 
pose& to hunt the miOmting black ducks and other mallards --c may kill all the 
local. m, t tled ducks residents. 

It has been observed that sporadic increases in mottled duck populations occur 
dming a succession of very wet years. 
ing season cuts &own predation 

Ample water in the marshes during the rem 

raccoons - 
- especially from land ~~DDEAS like dogs, cats and 

as well as illegal hunting, 

The ducks, nesting on the ground around ponds end marshes, are susceptible to 
predation. 
foses, mink, 

Predators of the egs end young include ma~~~2.s like raccoons skunks 
and opossums, and also %ukma,ri,ne~ cxatures like watersna&, cottok 

mouths, large bass, alligator-gers, ad snq~ing turtles. Despite these latter 
predators, the ducks benefit from increased waterdres because more breeding 
territory is provided, food is mxe ahxxlant, ,and there is more space in which the 
young Can maneuver. 

xxx 

P 21. 74554 


